HEAP’

Our family was facing
homelessness. The last thing
we needed to worry about was not
having any lights. [LIHEAP] helped
us as we struggled to move our
family from eviction to a new home.

—Father, family of 11,
Entergy customer in Louisiana
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TIGHTROPE

t often seems that the yearly struggle
over funding the federal Low Income
Home Energy Assistance Program has
as much nail-biting suspense as your
average Hollywood thriller.
This year, the LIHEAP funding story
was even more of a cliffhanger than
usual, largely because of politics. During
the fall, President Bush vetoed the Labor,
Health and Human Services and Education
appropriations bill, which contained fiscal
2008 funding for LIHEAP. The House nar-
rowly sustained the veto.

That was how LIHEAP funding ended
up in the omnibus spending bill passed by
the House and Senate just before Congress
adjourned for the holidays.
“LIHEAP was just a part of
a larger political puzzle,” ex-
plains Vivian Lausevic, AGA
director of public affairs.

The omnibus bill contained
$1.98 billion in formula grant
funding for LIHEAP, the same
level as in fiscal 2007, and in-
creased the emergency con-
tingency fund from $181.7
million to $590.3 million.

The outcome of the 2007 LIHEAP strug-
gle was encouraging, but as AGA President
and CEO David Parker pointed out in a let-
ter to all members of the Senate, if funding
for LIHEAP had kept pace with inflation, the
program would now be
at the $4.2 billion level.

Funding for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program exceeds $2 billion, but it falls

Fueling Funding Momentum

LIHEAP supporters scored a major victory
in 2005 when Congress boosted funding
by $1 billion for fiscal 2008, in effect reset-
ting the bar for LIHEAP appropriations.
But the need for help still far outpaces
available funds; only 16 percent of eligible
families are receiving help from the fed-
eral program.

Continuing the funding momentum
has been a challenge. “The response to LI-
HEAP on the part of Congress tends to be
reactive,” says Lausevic. “The perception
at the time [2005] was that there was an
emergency because of rising fuel costs. But
there was a mild winter last year, and there
wasn't a huge price spike.”

Even though winter comes, predictably,
at the same time each year, low-income en-
ergy assistance seems to be a program that
needs to be resold year after year. “Congress
responds, but only when it senses a crisis,”
Lausevic says.

One organization working to get LIHEAP
funding out of crisis mode is the National
Fuel Funds Network, a Washington-based
organization with more than 300 members
from nonprofit and government agencies
and utilities. “Our organization is trying
to increase the visibility of LIHEAP" says
George Coling, NFFN executive director.

“Polls show that voters in all parts of the
country perceive a need for federal energy
support and don’t have
much of a problem with






